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The “new" world of vinyl –  
and how it’s changing everything 
There’s an old saying: “what goes around comes around”. And perhaps the 
best example of this today is the vinyl record. Vinyl records, especially long 
play (LP) albums, are enjoying a major resurgence and having a dramatic 
impact on music culture.  
Thanks to its great sound quality, vinyl has been widely praised as “warm, “musical” and 
more “engaging” than the typical digital music file. Vinyl is also reassuringly physical. 
The records and inner sleeves have a tactile presence, and album covers are packed 
with great artwork and detailed information. Additionally, vinyl playback is an 
emotionally satisfying experience, from choosing the record and pulling it off the shelf to 
removing the disc from its sleeve, placing it on the turntable, and playing it for the very 
first time. Finally, vinyl collecting is a world unto itself, with enthusiasts taking pleasure 
in acquiring, curating, and discussing their collections, in person or on social media.  

All of these benefits are being embraced, once again, by older music enthusiasts as 
well as younger fans who are discovering the virtues of vinyl for the first time. As a 
result, sales of vinyl records have been surging over the past few years.  

According to a recent study by MusicWatch,1 an estimated 18 million consumers 13 and 
older purchased vinyl records in 2021, a 27% increase over 2020. Nearly 46% of these 
purchasers were between 18 and 34 – the fastest growing segment. Moreover, a large 
number of these consumers reported not playing or planning to play some of their vinyl. 
And the number one reason, cited by 43% of these respondents, was to “preserve or 
keep their recordings in pristine condition.” 

This trend underscores a major generational shift in vinyl ownership and the relationship 
between music fans and their favorite recordings. As a result, vinyl has come to be 
appreciated not just by audiophile Baby Boomers and Gen Xers, but also by Gen Zers 
and Millennials who grew up “digital” with MP3s and streaming.  

However, not having experienced much “physical" media, these younger music fans 
know little about vinyl records and have no experience with vinyl's characteristics in 
general or the specific audible side effects caused by fingerprints, dust and dirt. 
Perhaps more disturbing, many music fans are oblivious to the basics of record care. 
And if they clean their records at all, they often use the wrong materials and D.I.Y. 
methods that could actually cause damage! Fortunately, proper vinyl care, handling and 
cleaning can be easy, effective, and affordable. It starts with a clear understanding of 
the impact of dust.   

 
1 MusicWatch study: Revelations About the Vinyl Revolution (May 2022). 
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Understanding vinyl playback 
Music lovers who practice proper record care understand how turntables reproduce 
sound.  

1. The turntable consists of a rotating platter and a tonearm, at the end of which is 
the phono cartridge. The cartridge has a stylus (needle) that traces the record 
groove.  

2. Sound is recorded as undulations in the groove walls which push the stylus into 
back-and-forth motion.  

3. Inside the cartridge, magnets and coils transform this back-and-forth motion into 
back-and-forth current, which the amplifier and speakers convert into sound.  

When the system works well, the results can be beautiful. But the groove is 
microscopically small, with a width of just 40 to 80 micrometers. The groove wall 
undulations range up to about 23 micrometers for a 1,000 Hz tone at full volume, while 
softer sounds have even smaller variations.2 Compared with this, household dust 
particles can be as large as 100 micrometers.3 (One micrometer is one millionth of a 
meter, equal to 0.00004 inch). 

 
Schematic view showing the relative size of record groove undulations, 
the stylus and dust particles. 

For vinyl playback, this means that dust, dirt, and fingerprints are sizeable obstacles, 
disturbing the motion of the stylus and degrading your music with unfortunate “crackles, 
pops, and ticks.” Even record warp can trigger distortion. Once the stylus picks them up, 
such imperfections are inseparable from the music.  

  

 
2 According to GZ Media Group, manufacturer of vinyl records: http://www.gzvinyl.com/About-vinyl.aspx# 
3 According to Engineering Toolbox: https://www.engineeringtoolbox.com/particle-sizes-d_934.html 
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The basics of vinyl care 
Avoiding the audible issues of dust, dirt and fingerprints, as well as scratches and 
record warping, requires a few basic practices.  

• Storing. To prevent record warping, vinyl records should be stored vertically, in 
their own sleeves, away from intense heat and humidity.  

• Handling. Vinyl records should be handled on their label and outer edge only. 
Never touch any part of the record playing groove. Not only will this prevent the 
accumulation of fingerprints, but it will also help protect against scratches, which 
no amount of cleaning can remove. 

• Cleaning. Even when records are properly stored and handled, static electrical 
charges in the records can attract dust and dirt. Dust adds crackles, pops, and 
ticks. Dirt can trigger low-level background noise that imparts an undesirable 
sheen to the music. Both degrade overall sound quality and shorten the life of the 
stylus (and your records).  

Cleaning systems 
Fortunately, there are a number of steps you can take to avoid dust accumulation and 
prevent static build-up. But the most effective approach is to use a quality vinyl record 
cleaning product on a regular basis. Many different systems are available at a wide 
range of prices.  

• Ultrasonic. These systems utilize ultrasonic vibrations – at higher-than-audible 
frequencies – to “excite” a supplied cleaning fluid. This produces microscopic 
bubbles called “cavitation” that provide a thorough cleaning of the record groove. 
Prices for these devices can range from $1,000 to more than $6,000, making 
them a very expensive option. 

• Vacuum. Vacuum-assisted cleaning systems use fluid, brushes and a vacuum to 
dislodge and remove dust, dirt and other particles. These products can cost a 
few hundred dollars to over $1,000 – still expensive for many listeners.  

• Brush-and-fluid. Relatively inexpensive brush-and-fluid products can be easy to 
use and highly effective. Instead of an expensive motor, the end-user simply 
moves the brush and/or rotates the record to accomplish cleaning. However, 
some of these products employ cleaning fluids that can damage the record label 
over time. And while these systems are relatively affordable, independent tests 
have shown that results can vary, depending on the specific product and how 
consistently it’s used. 
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The Spin-Clean Record Washer System 
Among the many vinyl cleaning products, one in particular stands out: the Spin-Clean 
Record Washer System. Originally developed in Europe, this patented, highly reliable 
device was brought to the U.S. in 1975, where it has been continuously and proudly 
manufactured ever since. Available today at over 300 brick-and-mortar and online 
retailers in the U.S. and in countless countries around the world, the Spin-Clean Record 
Washer System is the world’s best-selling record cleaning product. 

Over the years, the Spin-Clean system has been acclaimed by both audiophiles and 
first-time users alike for its simplicity and performance. Plus, it’s been cited by 
independent reviewers as the most effective record cleaning system for the money.  

 

 
“This was by far the fullest, deepest and all-around best home cleaning device we tried. No need to be a 

vinyl aficionado or master collector — even newbies can clean their entire collection with this kit.” 
Joshua Kanter, Rolling Stone, November 30, 2021 

“…if you haunt used record stores the way I do, or you want to keep your new vinyl in tip-top shape and 
a vacuum machine is beyond your budget, the Spin-Clean Record Washer MKII is a must-have product.” 

Thom Moon, Soundstage! Access; June 15, 2022 

“My highest recommendation. If you have any number of records and can’t justify the not insignificant 
price jump for a vacuum record cleaning machine, you need one of these.”  

Rich Teer, VinyLPhile, March, 2011 

“If you have a turntable and you don’t have a Spin Clean, you need one. If you’re a maniacal LP collector 
with a top of the line RCM and you don’t have a Spin Clean, you need one too. This is an accessory that 

no vinyl lover should be without.” 
Jeff Dorgay, TONE Magazine; January, 2016  
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Designed to work together seamlessly, the components of the Spin-Clean system 
consist of the following: 

• A plastic washer basin that holds the distilled water and cleaning fluid 
• A bottle of the proprietary Spin-Clean cleaning solution 
• A pair of brushes mounted in the basin that penetrate the record groove when 

cleaning 
• A pair of rollers with soft rubber grommets at the point of record contact that 

facilitate hand-rotating the record through the bath 
• A set of surgical-grade 100% cotton drying cloths 
• Four rubber feet that help keep the basin steady 
• And a plastic lid that covers the basin when not in use 
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The Spin-Clean Record Washer System comes in two configurations. 

The Complete Kit includes patented washbasin, two brushes, a 4-ounce bottle of 
cleaning fluid, two drying cloths, two rollers, self-adhesive rubber feet and basin cover. 
Cleans up to 700 records.  

 
The Deluxe Kit provides all the components of the Complete Kit, plus a 32-ounce bottle 
of cleaning fluid (for a total of 36 ounces), a second pair of cleaning brushes, and five 
additional drying cloths (for a total of seven). Cleans up to 6,300 records. 

 
Accessories. Spin-Clean also offers additional bottles of cleaning fluid and 
replacement parts. 
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How the Spin-Clean system works 
The Spin-Clean vinyl record cleaning process consists of three simple steps.  

• Wash. Apply the mix of cleaning fluid and distilled water across the record’s 
surface. Turn the record past the brushes three times clockwise; then three times 
counterclockwise. A special wetting agent in the fluid holds it in the groove, 
keeping the record label dry. (No worries if a drop or two touches the label; the 
cleaning fluid won’t harm it.)  

• Rinse. No need to worry – it’s automatic. To prevent dirt from being re-deposited 
on the disc, the cleaning fluid encapsulates the dirt, causing it to clump together 
and sink to the bottom of the basin – and away from your valuable records.  

• Dry. Finally, simply wipe the record dry, using the supplied 100% cotton cloths. 
This is faster and more effective than air-drying and removes any remaining 
cleaning fluid, leaving your records completely clean.  

In this way, the Spin-Clean system removes not only dust and dirt, but also fingerprints, 
grease, smoke film, mold and mildew. This explains why the Spin-Clean system has 
garnered so much praise from some of the leading audio critics.  

Reviewing Spin-Clean in The Absolute Sound, Neal Gader wrote: “The difference was 
marked by an overall reduction in background noise – removal of most tiny snaps and 
crackles from the lead-in groove right through to the end. Cleaner surfaces mean a gain 
in perceived dynamic range; [d]irt and grime raise the noise floor essentially reducing 
dynamics and adding edges to transients that aren’t really part of the recording.”  

Or as Michael Fremer stated succinctly in Stereophile: “It really, really works.” 

And as the undisputed category leader, Spin-Clean continues to refine the system, 
further enhancing performance. This year alone, enhancements include:  

• Improved rollers now securely snap into their 7-, 10- and 12-inch positions, 
ensuring smooth and easy rotation of the record during the cleaning process. 

• A more streamlined basin uses an entirely new mold that is smoother on the 
inside, making it easier to clean.  

• More precise brush alignment is made possible by new wedge brush mounts.  

• Greater overall stability is enabled by new, self-adhesive rubber feet and new 
foot cutouts. 
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What sets Spin Clean apart 
Given its half century of success, the Spin-Clean system has inevitably spawned a host 
of imitators with similar looking designs. Yet the knockoffs can't match the Spin-Clean 
system’s performance and proven track record. The Spin-Clean system occupies a 
“sweet spot” in the vinyl universe: uniquely affordable, effective, reliable, and 
sustainable. 

• Affordable. Considering the cost of your LP collection, the Spin-Clean system is 
very affordable and provides outstanding value. And compared to the cost of 
high-end record cleaning machines, its price is amazing. 

• Effective. Spin-Clean removes not only dust, but also dirt, fingerprints, grease, 
smoke film, mold, and mildew. The “secret sauce” of the Spin-Clean system is 
the unique cleaning fluid. Left untreated, dirt that is removed from your records 
can remain “in suspension,” floating around in the washer basin, where it can 
easily be re-deposited back on the disc.  

To prevent this, the proprietary Spin-Clean formula includes a “flocculant,” 
specially designed to encapsulate the dirt, causing it to clump together and sink 
to the bottom of the washer basin, so it is not re-deposited back onto your 
valuable LPs and 45s.  

You can prove this to yourself. A quick look in the bottom of the Spin-Clean basin 
reveals the clumps of dirt that you’ve removed. As Giovanni Militano of WiFi Hifi 
reported, “The amount of dirt and sediment that had collected at the bottom of 
the basin was absolutely remarkable. Who knew that my records were so dirty? I 
was very impressed.”  

Vinyl has a tendency to hold static electricity, so even clean records can attract 
dust out of the air. The Spin-Clean fluid fights static in part by using distilled 
water.  

The velvet cleaning brushes are also optimized for effectiveness. They are soft 
enough to be gentle on your records, with enough “nap” to penetrate the grooves 
for thorough cleaning. 

Even the drying cloths were carefully considered. Surgery has an age-old 
problem: how to quickly dry surfaces without leaving lint behind. The solution is a 
surgical-grade 100% cotton cloth. And that’s exactly what Spin-Clean uses for 
drying your records. You get fast, effective drying that leaves no residue (or static 
charge) behind. As Vinyl Bro reported, “Does it leave behind a film once dry? No, 
this truly leaves nothing behind.” 

• Reliable. Spin-Clean is simplicity itself. It cleans both sides of your record at the 
same time. Because there’s no motor, there’s no need for battery or AC power, 
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and no need to worry about servicing. You provide the power when you spin the 
record through the bath. And because there’s no motor, there’s also no motor 
noise. Many Spin-Clean owners enjoy listening to one newly cleaned record 
while they’re cleaning the next one. 

The Spin-Clean system accommodates all record diameters: 7, 10, and 12-inch; 
and all speeds: 33, 45, and 78 rpm. The cleaning fluid is friendly to both vinyl and 
shellac discs.  

• Sustainable. The Spin-Clean fluid is and always has been alcohol-free. It 
contains no harmful agents, alkalines, or phosphates.  And it’s biodegradable. 

A final word 
At a time when a new generation of music lovers is discovering the many pleasures of 
vinyl, proper record care is lagging behind. Given the sonic advantages of vinyl and the 
sonic degradations caused by dust and dirt, inadequate cleaning is especially ironic, 
since listeners are making the effort to discover vinyl, only to stumble at the finish line.  

For these music lovers, the Spin-Clean Record Washer System represents a huge 
potential win: the most affordable way to make a meaningful difference in their 
enjoyment of vinyl records.  
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Appendix: Using the Spin-Clean Record Washer 
System 
Preparation 

1. Peel off the self-adhesive rubber feet and stick them to the square cutouts on the 
bottom of the basin.  

 
2. Pre-wash the drying cloths. Wash only with whites, detergent and bleach. Do not 

use fabric softener or dryer sheets. Pre-washing makes the cloths visibly thicker, 
fluffier and more absorbent.  

 
3. Snap in the rollers according to the size of records you’re cleaning. The system 

accommodates 7 inches (45s), 10 inches (78s) and 12 inches (LPs).  
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4. Insert the brushes with the notched ends up.  

 
5. Pour water into the basin up to the fill line. Use the cleanest water you can find. 

Distilled water is recommended, but deionized water and tap water are also 
acceptable. The basin holds 24 ounces.  

 
6. Drip one or two capfuls of cleaning fluid directly onto the brushes. Consult the 

fluid bottle for the recommended number of capfuls (two capfuls for the 4-ounce 
bottle, one for the 32-ounce bottle). As you clean, the cleaning fluid will mix 
thoroughly with the water.  
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Wash 

1. Position your hands at the “10 and 2 o’clock” positions and rotate the record at 
least three times through the cleaning brushes clockwise and at least three times 
counterclockwise.  

 
2. Needless to say, users should only touch the record at the label and the outer 

edge. Never touch the record surface, even during cleaning. 

3. Gentle pressure on the record edge is typically sufficient to turn the record past 
the brushes. The stiffness of brand-new brushes may require additional effort. 
This goes away after cleaning the first 50 records. During this break-in period, it’s 
best to start with thinner records, before moving on to thicker, 180-gram records 
or 78s, which may require extra effort.  

4. Thanks to a surfactant (wetting agent) in the cleaning fluid, the water will 
distribute across the playing surface, but typically not touch the label. And the 
cleaning fluid is alcohol-free and label safe, which means your labels are okay 
even if a stray drop of water does get on them.  

5. Depending on how dirty the records are, you can clean 20 to 50 records in a 
single bath. For extremely dirty records, you may want to change the bath more 
often. To check the condition of the bath, just look into the tank. The bright yellow 
color makes it easy to determine how much dirt has accumulated at the bottom.  
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Dry 

1. After cleaning, remove the record and let any excess water drip back into the 
basin. 

 
2. Just as you dry yourself off with a towel after a shower, you will wipe both sides 

of the record dry with the supplied cloths. Dry in a circular motion, following the 
record groove.  

 
3. Some users prefer to lay one cloth down on the table while drying with a second 

cloth. 
4. Cloth drying wicks away any remaining chemicals, to leave your record surface in 

the cleanest possible state. Air drying, such as on a dish rack, is not 
recommended. Do not use third-party microfiber cloths, as they tend to deposit 
new dust onto your records.  

5. When the record is completely dry, it’s safe to play or store. Fresh, new inner 
sleeves are a good idea, helping ensure that dust and dirt are not re-deposited 
on the records.  

6. For cleaning large batches of records, it’s good to have extra drying cloths at 
hand.  



Finish 

1. Pull the brushes out of the basin and squeeze them together to remove 
excess liquid. 

2. To wash additional records, you can keep the bath up to one week. Simply 
cover the basin with the supplied lid. Otherwise, empty the basin.  

3. When the basin and brushes are all dry, you can store the brushes inside 
the basin and cover it.  

4. For maximum absorbency, the drying cloths can be laundered between 
sessions. As in initial prep, wash only with whites, detergent and bleach. 
Do not use fabric softener or dryer sheets. 

 

 
 
 
 
Spin-Clean International 
P.O. Box 15200 
Pittsburgh, PA. 15237-0200 
spinclean.com 
© 2023 Spin-Clean International. All rights reserved. Features and 
specifications are subject to change without notice.   
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